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Inspiration 3 
Water Spirits 
Where there are ghosts or spirits water is never far away.  In When Secrets Set Sail there are lots of ghosts. The first to appear to Usha is Kali Ma. She rises out of the water on the back of a whale! The second is ‘Lucky’ and she appears to Imtiaz while she’s swimming in the Lido.  When Imtiaz is swimming she goes to another place in her mind and body.
Brainstorm words or phrases about how you feel when swimming or near water. It might depend on the mood and type of water e.g calm or raging sea, still lake or waterfall?
Read the passage below.
Picture yourself by water where you meet a spirit or a ghost.
Write this meeting. Create as much atmosphere as you can.  [image: C:\Users\Sita\Pictures\Sari piece writing  1 .png]
Happy ghost story writing! 
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Rubbing her eyes to clear the blur, her attention was
caught by a woman wearing a white sari walking
barefoot to the water’s edge, her long, grey plait

swaying heavily. As the woman approached, the pale

green trim of her white cotton sari dragged through

the water. She was now in touching distance of
Imtiaz, who reached under the gentle waves to lift the
cloth out. But as she did, it seemed to slip through her
fingers, fold after fold unravelling into the choppy

waves like fast-moving clouds. Imtiaz dived down to

catch the ends, but it dissolved at her touch. When she
surfaced, bleary-eyed, the woman had gone.




image1.png
Water
Stories




image2.png
BIRMINGHAM

STORIES

National

E or
Literacy UNIVIRSITY?

BIRMINGHAM

Trust





image4.png
National
Literacy

Trust





