


THE CONTRY [t
CHANGES. B _
CITIES CHANGE. %

Vo1
KNOW You,
SOoNZ

‘S roorsaLL
] cLugs risE...

< T

BUT YOM

WILL. I'M HERE
FOR THE ROVERS
YOUTH TEAM
TRIAL.




YOUVE GOT THE oLy B EyLL \AME,

SHIRT, SO I loﬁ(AGlME You PLEAsE! ==
SAW ME PLAY CENTRE YEAH, T P17 = JOHNNY
HALE FOR MELCHESTER. ( youiRe JOHNNY HARY MAN'
SIX HUNPREY GAMES VEXTER VEXTER
T PLAYER, PREMIER : .
LEAGUE. THEN
LEAGUE ONE.

AP I ZIPN'T
GET TO WHERE I AM
TOPAY LETTING JUST

ANYONE GET PAST YoU 6OT IN

ME. THROUGH ONE OF THE
HOLES IN THE FENCE, PIPN'T
YOUZ T KEEP TELLING
THEM TO FIX THEM
.

GET HOME THESE LAPS HERE ARE
BEFORE I CALL  THE BEST PLAYERS IN
SECURITY ON THE CITY, SOME ARE
YOU, EHZ ON OUR BOOKS.

- THEY WERE ALL

THIS IS MEL -
PARK. WE MAY NOT

BE WHAT WE ONCE WERE




REARRANGEP THAT

' ? WEVE GOT A TRIALTO 1

A§ PLAY HERE. YOU KNOW,
FOR PROPER GOOV

ACTUALLY PICKEY

MY NAME'S VIC GUTHRIE. v OOF, HANG

= |I'M THE ROVERS' ANV THE ~ ABOUT, I THINK

WELSH NATIONAL TEAM'S BLONPIE'S
UNVER-17 CAPTAIN. WHAT GOING TO
po YOt WANT TO CRY.

BE WHEN Yout
GROW P2

e

/:'n'mlmu

"HANG ON, HE'S GOING —
FOR GOAL... =

i ARARAANY

ummmm\m
u::zi‘%“‘
uﬁu\\\

.,..‘.'lll"m puanud!



THAT'S GORPON STEWART
IN GOAL. SCOTLANP'S
UNPER-17 GOALIE.

"SAFEST
HANPS" WILL SAVE

A

SR PROBLEM.

"II RACE HAS
SCOREPD!

T

=y /.
a = _
< ::'-"“\\x

dlf' —




YOl LOOK A BIT
CONCUSSEY TO ME,
GORPON. GO ANY
HAVE A SIT POWN
FOR A BIT.

I'M OK, BOSS.
I CAN PLAY

You've
KILLEP OUR
FIRST CHOICE
GOALIE YOt
FLASH GIT!

ALMOST AS MANY
REV CARPS AS CAPS
IN HIS ENGLANY

ANV HE LOOKS LIKE HE WANTS
TO KILL YOIL. YOU'VE BLOWN
THIS, MATE.

YOUP BETTER RN
FOR YOUR LIFE, RACE.
HARZ MAN' PEXTER
MIGHT BE THE CLUB
COACH THESE PAYS
BUT HIS TEMPER
STILL GOES.

SO..I'M ONE
PLAYER SHORT
FOR THIS TRIAL
MATCH.

YOut JUST KILLEY
MY FIRST CHOICE
GOALKEEPER.

vo
YOU WANT
THE CHANCE
TO PLAY FOR
MELCHESTER
ROVERS,
LAvZ

No
I PIPN'T. HE'S
OVER THERE.
HE'S ALRIGHT.
HE'S...

HE'S
VEAV AS A POVO. -
SIX FEET UNVER.

FUNERAL. VERY
SAP! vo NOT
CONTRAPICT
ME.




YES, YES.
GOOV FOR YOU.
YOU'RE PLAYING
IN GOAL.

IT'S A
GOALIE I'M
SHORT OF. THANKS
TO YOWU. POOR PEAV
GORPON. WHO You
KILLEP. YOU'RE
IN GOAL.

I'M A STRIKER,
GAFFER. T SCOREP A
HAT TRICK FOR GRIMROYP
IN THE SECONY HALF OF THE
MOOR CUP FINAL! T CAN
PLAY IN THE HOLE TOO. T
WON'T LET YOU POWN,
I SWEAR!

THEN THIS
TRIAL ISN'T
GOING TO GO
WELL FOR
YOU, IS IT

A GOALIE! T'M
RUBBISH IN

NOW,
THIS GRACEFIAL, FAST,
ENORMOUSLY SKILFUL BOY
COMING TOWARPS YOU WITH
THE BALL IS PACO PIAZ. HE'S
FROM ZARAGOSA
IN SPAIN.

I SUGGEST
YOU STOF HIM
SCORING IF You
WANT TO STAY WITH
MELCHESTER
ROVERS:




YoU MISSER PERHAPS NDECE=E=)
ME I THINK,  NEXT TIME, MY el
A FREN. 4

NO. NOT YET
YOU'RE NOT, LAV WAIT
UNTIL THE GROWN UPS START
KICKING LIAMPS OUT OF YOut
ANP SNEAKILY LEAVING THEIR
KNEE IN YOUR BACK. THEN
WE'LL SEE HOW Goor
YOUt ARE.




RACE! WHY 7o YoU Youl SAIP T HAY TO =
LOOK LIKE YOU'VE STOP HIM SCORING
BEEN SLAPPEY TO STAY WITH
BY A MANKY MELCHESTER (
KIPPERZ ROVERS.. y Vk
] ' z
Ly 1 S i \

SHUT U7,
GUTHRIE.

I ‘\‘
\ i vo T
b
Xl ; \‘

ETR ]

THOUGHT Yo S
'l WANTEP TO STAY - @

HEREZ

@ B PENALTY!

= 6oop LORp
g RACE, Now YOU'VE
= NEAR PECAPITATEP
; MY STAR SPANISH
WINGER!

S IT NOT
ENOUGH FOR
YOU THAT YOU'VE
COMMITTEY MURPER
ON MY GOALIE
TOVAY?



MELCHESTER
THAT'S ROVERS' BIGGEST FAN.
PANNY RACE'S I FIGURE THAT FAMILY COULP
Bov. 7O WITH A BIT OF LICK.
BESIVES...FREP MENTIONEY
HIM. SAIP HE HAV

ARE Youl POTENTIAL.

TVE KNOWN SiRer

YOU LONG ENOUGH
TO KNOW THERE'S USUALLY
A REASON FOR You
EMOTIONALLY BULLYING
A PROSPECT.

YOU PON'T
BOTHER WITH THE
ONES WHO PON'T

INTEREST

WELL, FREP KNOWS HIS STUFF. NOW, IF YOU'LL EXCUSE ME. I'VE
I HOPE HE'S GOOV. WE'RE GOING GOT ANOTHER PEPRESSING
TO NEEV THE YOUNGSTERS, BOARY MEETING TO GO
JOHNNY. SOON. SIT IN ON.

YOU'RE
STILL THE MANAGER,
RIGHTZ THEY CAN'T FIRE
YO AFTER FOUR

GAMES OF THE
SEASON!

YOU'RE
A LEGENY AT THIS
CcLutg! YoUre
THE MIGHTY
MOUSE!

THAT WAS A LONG TIME AGO.
MELCHESTER ROVERS--THE ONE
WE PLAYEP FOR, JOHNNY--
WAS A LONG TIME
AGO.

ANP THE
PEOPLE RUNNING
FOOTBALL ONLY CARE
ABOUT ONE THING
THESE PAYS...
MONEY.

ANZ WE
HAVEN'T GOoT
ANY OF IT.

WHAT IPIOT — GORPON STEWART'S T'LL GIVE YOU THE

SUGGESTEP You ALIVE, OUR PHYSIO TELLS LAST TEN MINUTES P

PLAY IN GOAL, ME. GIVE HIM BACK FRONT, RACE. SHOW
HIS GOALIE'S US WHAT You

WHAT... SHIRT. CAN PO.
You 717.. THANKS.
I'LL NOT LET
You POWN,

GAFFER!




YOU've
6oT No
CHANCE.

PROPER
FOOTBALLERS,
YOUW'RE PLAYING
AGAINST
Now!

PROPER
FOOTBALLERS
WITH THEIR
LEGS TOO FAR
OPEN.

SERIOUSLY, SONZ ARE YOUl
REALLY GOING TO ANSWER
YOUR PHONE, RACEZ NOW?Z

GOT TO CHECK YOUR
FACEACHE ACCOUNT
OR SOMETHINGZ

THIS MAY
GENUINELY BE THE
STUPIPEST THING
T'VE EVER SEEN ON

A FOOTBALL
FIELY.

GET HIM,
GORPON/!

SORRY ABOUT
KILLING YOU,

GOT TO ANSWER
THIS. I'M REALLY
SORRY.

ANP T SAW
GUTHRIE TRY A
BACKHEEL IN HIS

OWN AREA

ONCE.

SORRY..IVE = N

A

T e

\\"‘




IS He OKZ
HOW PP HE..2
YEAH. OK. T'M
COMING NOW,
MiAM.

WON'T
BE LONG.

I'M
SORRY...MY
VAP'S FALLEN
ANP MY MM
CAN'T..

/' IM
| Neevep AT
HOME.




A FEW PAYS ‘
LATER..

I AM, YES.
IS THIS...ROY
RACE'S
HousE?

YOU'RE
JOHNNY
VEXTER.

THIS IS MY
HIUSBANP,

IS HE IN TROUBLEZ
HE..HE'S NOT BEEN
BREAKING INTO MEL
PARK AGAIN, HAS
HE?Z

I
PROBABLY
SHOULPN'T

HAVE SAIP

THAT.
<

wouLy
YOU LIKE
I\ To CoME
h IN?

HIYA, ANNY. WE . GOO TO
MET YEARS  SEE YOURE STILL
AGO. SUPPORTING THE
ROVERS.

ROY'S A GOOV
LAV HE HELPS ME

ESPECIALLY WHEN
I'M WORKING.
THAT'S WHY YOUR
SCOUTS MISSEP

M.

WITH PANNY A LOT,

LA%EO:IZ N
HE WAS SO PLAYING |
PISAPPOINTEP A MATCH AT
ABOUT THAT. THE MOMENT,
I FELT ACTUALLY.
TERRIBLE.







GRIMROYP UNPER-18S, THE LAV THAT JUST
RIGHTZ YOU WATCH HIT THE FREE-KICK.
THESE BOYS A LOT,  /iam HE'S A BIT YOUNGER

FREP? . m&g MﬁESTA &F
THEM
170, MY :
GRANPSON'S THE 0K, 6oov?
LEFT BACK. HE'S -
RUBBISH.

GOT EYES HAVEN'T
YOU, PEXTERZ Youh
SAW WHAT HE
JusT PIv? COME

ANP SEE ME
YEMH.. AFTER THE
GAME, ALRIGHT
LAPZ

PUT ME \

HIP OUT IF =i
I TRIEV &
THAT...

/" scorer A Secony SIGNING UP THE
HALF HAT-TRICK IN THE NEXT GOLVEN GENERATION { i
FINAL, THAT BOY, EVEN FOR ROVERS, ARE YOUZ g g

THOUGH HE'S PLAYING ONE BRINGING BACK THE Y
AGE GROUP P, GREAT , \ GLORY PAYSZ
INSTINCTS IN THE BOX
AN A KILLER LEFT
FoOT.

YOU'? BETTER GET
ON WITH IT, JOHNNY
VEXTER, EHZ



UH...FREV?
THE MAN WHO
WAS JUST WITH

Youz

JOHNNY
VEXTER OF
THE ROVERS?
YES.

THERE
HE GOES. NEVER
THE FASTEST AS
A CENTRE-HALF, THAT
LAV, BIAT HE CAN STILL
GO SOME, FAIR
PLAY.

UH..VI7 SOMETHING
HAPPENZ HE WANTEP
ME TO SPEAK TO
HiM.

I'M NOT
SUPPOSEY TO
CHASE HIM OR

SOMETHING,
AM T2

ASA
TEST.

PROBABLY
HAS SOMETHING
TO PO WITH
THIS.




ROVERS/

MY OFFICE!
SATURPAY/
AM/ GoT _
4 11 :
WANT TO \
e SIGN You i 1 //
g FOR THE  Jiaasss :

HE WANTS TO
SIGN ME... .
FOR -~/
MELCHESTER N
ROVERS/ / .
IVE -
MAVE -~
iy
—m i = :
) & X (




LONG WAY
TO GO, ROY
RACE.

VON'T
GET CARRIEV
AWAY. )

THE FALL
FROM GRACE OF
THE ONCE-GREAT
MELCHESTER
ROVERS
CONTINVES.

ONCE ONE
OF THE PREMIER
CLUBS IN ENGLISH FOOTBALL,
REGULARLY CHALLENGING FOR
TROPHIES, RECENT YEARS HAVE

SEEN FINANCIAL TROUBLES
ANV RELEGATION AFTER
RELEGATION.

NOW, AFTER
LOSING THE FIRST FOUR
GAMES OF THE NEW SEASON, ANP
WITH FANS PISTRAUGHT AT THE STATE
OF THE CLUB, IT APPEARS THINGS
ARE ABOUT TO GET EVEN WORSE
FOR THE ROVERS.

EIGHT MEMBERS
OF THE MELCHESTER FIRST
TEAM HAVE BEEN SOLY IN WHAT
CRITICS ARE VESCRIBING AS A

'CUT-PRICE FIRE SALE BY OWNER
BARRY 'THE MEAT' CLEAVER.

KEVIN MOUSE
WAS ONE OF THE BEST
STRIKERS THIS CLUB'S EVER SEEN
BUT THAT POESN'T MEAN HE'S A
GOOV MANAGER. ANP NOW
THISZ

HOW CAN
WE STAY UP AFTER
THISZ THEY'VE SOLY OFF
MOST OF OUR FIRST TEAM/
WE'VE 6OT NO MONEY,
MAN/

FLY POWN THE LEAGUES
LIKE THIS. BE OUT OF
BUSINESS IN NO
TIME!

THIS IS
THE ENP OF
MELCHESTER
ROVERS/




AND WHAT
MAKES THINGS WORSE
FOR ROVERS FANS IS THE
RISE IN FORTUNES OF LOCAL
RIVALS TYNECASTER, wHo
CURRENTLY SIT ATOP THE
PREMIER LEAGUE ON GOAL
PIFFERENCE.

THE LATEST
APPITIONZ £175
MILLION BRAZILLIAN
SUPERSTAR STRIKER
HUGO, AS REVEALEY
JUST PRIOR TO THE
TRANSFER WiNvow

CLOSING.

BOUGHT &Y
SAUPI PRINCE BASSAM
SIRAT ANTOUN JUST TwWo
YEARS AGO, TYNECASTER
HAVE BROUGHT SOME OF
THE WORLP'S BEST PLAYERS
TO THE PREMIER
LEAGUE.

I VERY
PLEASEY TO JOIN THE
TYNECASTER ANV COME
HERE BECAUSE WE WANT
WiN CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE!

OK THEN,
RACE...




WEEK-TO-WEEK
YOUTH CONTRACT. NO
GUARANTEES HERE BT WE'LL
BRING YOU ONBOARP. HAVE A SIGN THE
GOOV LOOK AT YOIA. A CONTRACT.

WE'LL TAKE
GOOV CARE
OF HIM, MRS

=

I PROMISE.

I'VE PONE
IT, PAV.

WHAT WE
ALWAYS TALKEP
ABOUT.
T'VE SIGNEP

FOR THE
ROVERS.




LET

ME INTROPIACE

YO TO A FEW OF
YOUR NEW TEAM-

"GORPON STEWART, OuR
GOALIE, YOU'VE ALREAVY MET. THE
SAFEST HANPS IN SOCCER..."

TRY NOT
TO KILL ME IN
TRAINING,
EHZ

YOUW'RE THE
BOYS WHO ARE GOING
TO MAKE MELCHESTER

CONTENVERS AGAIN.

"VERNON ELLIOTT,
WINGER. ENGLANY UNVER-17
SQUAY MEMBER."

I CROSS
'EM, YOUl PUT
'EM AWAY. THAT'S
THE PLAN,
RIGHTZ

"VIC. GUTHRIE,
MIPFIELVER. WALES UNVER-17
CAPTAIN. OUR CAPTAIN."

You ARE
KIPPING ME...
RACE?

How
VESPERATE
ARE WEZ




GUTHRIE! WE ARE ALL ON THE
SAME SIPE HERE! OR YOI WON'T
BE CAPTAIN MIACH LONGER!
UNPERSTOOP2

YOUr JoOB IS TO

INSPIRE PNV TO LEAD!
ANP, ALSO, TO NOT BE A

GIT. GOT IT2

R o ? R — I
CONGRATULATIONS, MY \————  WELCOME TO
FRIENT. T HOPE THEY HAVE MELCHESTER.

NOT SIGNEP YOU TO PLAY
IN GOAL THOUGH,
No.

THE AGENTS OF THE ¥ SO, YES, GORPON. WE HAVE
THREE REMAINING LAPS JUST BEEN FORCEV, PUE
KICKEY UP SUCH A FUSS TO FINANCIAL TROUBLES,
WE HAP TO LET THEM TO SELL THE ENTIRE
60 TOO. MELCHESTER ROVERS
FIRST TEAM.

IF THERE'S A
MELCHESTER MUCH
LONGER. T MEAN...
THE BOARY JUST

SOLP PRETTY MUCH
THE ENTIRE FIRST
TEAM, RIGHT...




BUT THIS IS STILL
MELCHESTER LAPS.
WE WON LEAGUES, FA

CUPS. EUROPEAN

cues. THIS WAS

THE HOME of
FOOTBALL
ONCE.

ANP YOU
LOT ARE GOING
TO BE THE ONES

TO MAKE THAT

HAPPEN.

THERE'S A
LOT OF TALENT IN
THIS ROOM, BOYS.
A LOT OF TALENT.
I'M NOT LYING TO

YOU ABOUT

WORK HARP.
LISTEN TO WHAT ME
AN JOHNNY TELL YOU
ON THE TRAINING PITCH.

HAVE FAITH THAT

WE'LL GET THERE
EVENTUALLY.

IT MIGHT
TAKE TIME, WE
MIGHT TAKE SOME
LUMPS, BUT WE'LL
GET THERE.

You LoT ARE
MELCHESTER'S FIRST

TEAM NOW. STARTING
WITH THE LEAGUE MATCH
AGAINST KINGSBAY ON
SATURPAY!

Yout WIN
NOTHING WITH
KIPS, SOMEONE

ONCE SAIP.

WE'RE
PROVE THEM




HALF TIME!

GO HAVE AN ORANGE SLICE AND A DRINK OF WATER!




]

THIS IS THE
PREAM.

WHAT You
GREW UP
PREAMING
OF

[
SHE TELLS You How
PROUP SHE IS,
YOU SEE N YOUR 7A7'S
EYES WHAT IT MEANS.
| -

—

IT'S THE SAME SOUNY FROM
A CENTURY AGO,
| o R

FROM A PECAPE AGO.
IT'S THE SouNw OF HOPE.
(i

ONLY THE CHOSEN
FEW MAY FASS...

You HEAR THAT NOISE--THE ELECTRIC HuM
OF EXCITEMENT, OF OFINIONS, OF JOKES,
EVEN IF IT'S GALLOWS HUMOUR--FROM
STREETS AWAY. BUILZING. BUILZING.




THIS 1S THE  EStits
reem

_—
ANP THIS IS THE
NIGHTMARE.

HINGSBRAY

I SWEAR, IM ——~ OHNO, THER Y\
GONNA HAVE A THEY'RE WINGER'S IN

STROKE. POING ALRIGHT. AGAIN!
THEYRE PLAYING Goo | I 7
FooTeLL. We KNEW T[S
KIPS WOUiLY NEEy TME AR
0 GET USEP To THIS
LEVEL.




CARTWRIGHT
CROSSES THE
BALL...

AND BAILEY :
SMASHES IT IN/ THAT'S THE 3
SECONP FOR THE BIG
TARGET MAN.

THE KIPS OF i
MELCHESTER HAVE PUT I 4
A BRAVE SHIFT HERE BUT THEY
CAN'T COMPETE WITH THE PHYSICAL
NATURE OF KINGSBAY'S LONG
BALL GAME.

\ > IT'S FOUR-NIL HERE, THE FAS HAVE
HAP ENOUGH. THEY'RE HEAPING FOR

THE EXITS AN THERE'S STILL
FIFTEEN MINUTES TO GO, g

AP ZIAZ,
ONE OF THE FEW
BRIGHT SPOTS FOR
MELCHESTER TOPAY..
OH! HE'S SKIPPED
FAST ONE, FAST
TWo...

LEAVE OFF,
iy 9
ONL L
GAFFER. T CAN OF TRAINING SESSIONS.
7O SOMETHING g L ANV BESIVES, HAVE YOU
HERE. a, SEEN THEIR CENTRE

: L HALVESZ THEY'RE
CAVEMEN.

PUT ME ON,

THEY'LL EAT
YOU FOR BREAKFAST.
YOW'RE BETTER OFF

WATCHING THIS ONE
ANV LEARNING.

OH/
THAT'S A BAZ
TACKLE! THAT'S A

PEFINITE YELLOW \©

CARP!




LOOKS LIKE YOU'VE
GOT YOUR WISH,
RACE. GET ON

THEN. / . .::. o ~ '] "

NO, HE CAN'T.
HE'S EXHAUSTEP,
ANP T WANT TO GET

SOME ICE ON HIS
ANKLE. GET A

SuB oN.

SN

TRY NOT

TO LOOK SO
PLEASEY ABOUT A
TEAMMATE BEING
INTUREY, EHZ

OK, RACE. TRY ANV MOVE THEIR BIG
CENTRE HALVES AROUNY, EHZ THEY'RE
BIG THAGS BUT THEY'RE NOT
THE QUICKEST.

o

IF YOU PON'T STANP
STILL THEY CAN'T
KICK YOU.

Vo YOUR
BEST. BUT MOST
OF ALL...

5 NUMBER 14...
ROY RACE/
BECAUSE
WS Mooy YOU WL KB :
: o]
RELISH IT: LONG AS Youl

LIVE.

ANZ NOW, HERE
COMES ANOTHER
YOUNG MELCHESTER
HOPEFUL FOR HIS FIRST
PROFESSIONAL

APPEARANCE.



VERNON.
IF YOU GET WIPE
I'M GOING TO MAKE THE
NEAR POST RUN. WHIP
IT IN HARP AS YOut
CAN, EHZ

JUST A COUPLE
OF MINATES LEFT NOW.
ANP VERNON ELLIOTT'S PACE
HAS CAUSEY PROBLEMS FOR
KINGSBAY'S RIGHT BACK
THE WHOLE GAME.

HE'S ROUNP
HIM AGAIN. THE
BALL'S GONE TO

THE BYLINE.

REALLYZ WAS

THERE NO ONE
ELSEZ oBVIiousLY

NOT.

Yout Love
ME REALLY,
GUTHRIE.

HEH. MORE
BABYSITTING,
THENZ
YOU'LL
HAVE TO
CATCH ME,
FIRST.

T WILL.

ANP THEN
YOU'LL WAKE P
IN A HOSPITAL
BED, LAP.




ELLIOTT
PULLS IT BACK
FROM THE
BYLINE...

RACE
GETSA W p
crance: (@8

ROY RACE
HAS SCOREP
/  WITH HIS FIRST
2 TOUCH!




H/
ALL ABOUT
THE CROSS,
RACE!

ABSOLUTELY.

ANV ME
TELLING YOUl
WHERE TO
PUT IT.

THERE'S HOPE FOR
ROVERS HERE. THEY
MIGHT NOT HAVE GOT
THE RESULT, BUT THEIR
YOUNGSTERS HAVE
CAUSEV KINGSBAY REAL
PROBLEMS AT
TIMES.

ANP THAT WAS
A REAL FINISHER'S
GOAL FROM THE
LOCAL LAP/

BY ME. KEEP
BEING LUCKY.

THAT'S
IT, BOYS.

AN THAT'S
THE ENV HERE. IT'S
BEEN A VALIANT EFFORT
BUT MELCHESTER HAVE
NOW LOST THEIR FIRST
FIVE GAMES OF THE
SEASON.

IT SEEMS LIKE
RELEGATION IS AN
INEVITABILITY AT THIS
POINT. BUT POES THIS 4-1
VEFEAT PROVIVE SOME
HOPE FOR THE
FUTUREZ




WELL PONE, I : THE

LAPS. IT MAY NOT == r MELCHESTER
FEEL LIKE IT NOW WAY.

BUT YOU GAVE THEM
A GAME ANP A WE ARE

; ONLY GOING To
GET BETTER, BOYS.
TRUST ME.

YOUR PACE,
BOYS. YOUR MOVEMENT.
EXCELLENT. EXCELLENT. ANV
THAT'S HOW WE'RE GOING
TO PLAY.

THE BALL ON
THE FLOOR. PASS
ANP MOVE.

ANP THAT'S
ITIT'S 2-0 TO
BURNVEAN!

IT'S BEEN A
BRAVE VISPLAY BY THE
ROVERS BUT THEY'VE BEEN
CAUGHT OUT OoN Two
SET-PIECES.

1-0 TO CARTVEAN/
THE PEAPLOCK FINALLY
BROKEN HERE!

IT'S THE SAME
STORY FOR THE YOUNGSTERS OF
ROVERS. SOME BEAUTIFUL FOOTBALL PLAYEY,
BUT NO CUTTING EVGE UP FRONT ANZ A
LACK OF A PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT THE BACK.

SEVEN
GAMES OF THE
SEASON GONE
NOow, ANY NOT A
SINGLE POINT
70 SHOW
FORIT.

IT SEEMS
THAT NOTHING CAN SAVE
MELCHESTER FROM FALLING
3 EVEN FURTHER FROM GRACE.




ROY RACE. \
YOU THINK YU \—

SHOULP START UP
FRONT ANP NOT BE
ON THE BENCH EVERY
GAME. T KNOW!/
I KNOW!

OH,
SOMETHING
UP, LAZZ

NO.
WELL..YES!
I po! BUT IT'S
NOT THAT.

WE NEEP A
TALL PEFENVER.
WE CAN'T COPE WITH
THE OTHER TEAMS'
LONG BALL

GAME. THEY

KNOW IT. UNTIL
WE STOP IT THEY'LL
KEEP PUNTING
IT INTO OUR
AREA.

PO YOI THINK
I PON'T KNOW THATZ
T WAS A HALFWAY PECENT
CENTRE HALF MYSELF
YOU KNOW. WITH THE

>ELBO(AE. ANP THE
ANP

IT MAY HAVE
ESCAPEP YOUR
NOTICE, ROY RACE
OF THE APVICE, BUT
WE HAVE

MONEY/

EAD.

NOo

BUT YoU JUST
HAPPEN TO KNOW
WHERE WE CAN FINP
A TOP CLASS, FREE,
PHYSICAL CENTRE HALF
WITH THE ELBOWS ANV
THE HEAP, PO Yoz




LOFTY PEAK. USEP TO THEY LET HIM GO. HE
BE ON TYNECASTER'S PLAYEP FOR GRIMROYP

BOOKS BUT THEY FOR A WHILE BUT HE
BROUGHT IN ALL THOSE VECIVEP HE WAS GOING
OVERSEAS PLAYERS ANV TO BE A BASKETBALL
HE COAIALNVN;:T GET PLAYER INSTEAV.
SNIFF.

. WHY
AREN'T THEY
KICKING
IT2

IT'S
BASKETBALL,
GAFFER.

I po NoT
APPROVE.

ALRIGHT,
ROYZ

HOW oLV ARE
Youz

LOFTY.
THIS IS JOHNNY
VEXTER. HE'S THE
COACH AT THE
ROVERS.

You HAVE
THE ELBOWS, SON.
ANV THE HEAV. ANV T
HEARP GOOP THINGS
ABOUT YOU POWN
THE YEARS.

WouLy
YOU LIKE A
TRIAL WITH THE
MELCHESTER
ROVERSZ

I ASKEP NICKNAME.
How oLy Yout MY SURNAME
WERE NOT HOW YOUR 1S PEAK,
MANY FEET TALL NAME'S NOT THOUGH.

REALLY LOFTY,
1S 112

YOU ARE.



AND THE BIG
CENTRE HALF MAKING HIS
VEBUT FOR MELCHESTER

TOPAY IS HAVING A

STORMER.

TRY AS THEY
MIGHT PANEFIELZ CAN'T
FINZ A WAY PAST HIM. ANY
THE ROVERS ARE JUST TEN
MINUTES AWAY FROM THEIR
FIRST POINT OF THE
SEASON!

THE BALL
COMES OUT ANV THE
BREAK MIGHT BE ON
FOR MELCHESTER HERE.
VIC GUTHRIE HITS A LONG
BALL POWN THE LEFT
CHANNEL...

ROY RACE,

ON AS A SUBSTITUTE,
HITS A FIRST TIME BALL
INTO THE MIPULE OF
THE PITCH...

vIAZ
1S THERE! PIAZ
PINKS IT OVER
THE PANEFIELP
KEEPER/




PIAZ HAS PONE
IT/ MELCHESTER 2
LEAD! MELCHESTER
LEAD!

= (00
Hou( %‘J gw MELWC;{’;EA%EZ TYNECASTER/
FOOTBALL! FR Ié N . -

WHO'S THE
BIGGEST TEAM
IN MELCHESTER

Now, EHZ




WE
WON, PA.
OUR FIRST I CAME oN
GAME! WITH TWENTY MINATES
TO GO ANV SET UP THE
WINNER. T THINK THE
BOSS IS GOING
TO START ME,
SOON.

ME IN THE
MIPPLE OF A FRONT
THREE. VERNON ON THE
LEFT, PACO ON THE
RIGHT. THAT'S
WHAT I'P PO
ANYWAY...

THE
ROVERS ARE
ON THE WAY
BACK, VAV

THEY'VE
STARTEP!
COME ANV
WATCH!

AP TO
BEGIN THE THIRZ
ROUNZ OF THE

I SWEAR.

IT'S THE \
THIRP ROUNP

VRAW, ROCKY. IT'LL
TAKE AGES TO
GET TO US.

MAYBE WE CAN GET
SOMEONE IN TO TAKE THE

IT'S GOOV OF
You TO COME HOME

NOW I'M IN THE

SO QUICK AFTER FIRST TEAM I'M WEIGHT OFF You
TRAINING, LOVE, TO BRINGING IN A ABIT.
HELP WITH YOUR BIT OF MONEY,
VA7 ANP YOUR MM,

SISTER MISSES
YOIA.

NUMBER
FOUR.
TYNECASTER... (|

WILL PLAY
NUMBER 57..
MELCHESTER

ROVERS.

TYNECASTER
BEING THE REIGNING
FA CUP HOLPERS, OF
COURSE.

TYPICAL.
THEY ALWAYS
GET A HOME




"VAYS...”

WELCOME

7O THE TAYIR STAZIUM.
HOME TO TYNECASTER ANP

THE GLAMOUR TIE OF THIS,
THE 3RV ROUNY OF MELCHESTER,
THE FA CUP AS A CITY, HAS LONG
BEEN ONE OF THE HOMES

OF ENGLISH FOOTBALL ANV~ e
HERE, TWO OF THE GAME'S A
BIGGEST RIVALS COME
TOGETHER IN A SNAFSHOT
OF THE STATE OF THE
GAME IN ZO18.

SIVE YOU HAVE
THE MILLIONAIRES OF
TYNECASTER. GLOBAL

MILLION ANP WAGES
OF £350,000

NOW MELCHESTER SIT AT
THE BOTTOM OF THE TABLE TWO
PIVISIONS BELOW TYNECASTER ANP

A YOUTH MOVEMENT THAT SURELY
WILL TAKE TIME TO FAY

PIVIENZS.

MONEY
TALKS IN MOZERN
FOOTBALL, ANV ONE
SIVE HERE TOPAY HAS
IT ANV THE OTHER
POES NOT.

TYNECASTER
ANV MELCHESTER WERE
ALWAYS THE FIERCEST RIVALS
BUT IN FAST PECAPES THEY
WERE OFERATING ON A
LEVEL PLAYING

THIS GAME
IS THE EFITOME
OF PAVIP VS
GOLIATH.



I'VE WATCHEY BUT TOPAY'S GOING =
MELCHESTER'S LAST 70 BE TOO BlG AN
FEW GAMES AN EVENT FOR THEM,

THEYVE GOT A LOT [T ANP WAY TOO
OF TALENT THERE, U Soou.
AN THEY'RE WELL E
COACHER, You CAN

SEE THAT.

I THINK
HUGO WILL BE, YOU KNOW,
LICKING HIS LIPS TOPAY. IT COULP
BE A, WHAT IS THE WORpZ
SLAUGHTERHOUSE.

YOU ARE, FALSE A--LIKE WE

RACE, YES. PRACTICEP. WE'VE NOT
YOU'VE BEEN PONE IT THIS SEASON YET
PLAYING WELL. ANV IT'LL SURPRISE THEM.

™ YOU PESERVE  KEEP PROPPING PEEP. THE
STARTiNG. M TWO CENTRE HALVES
MY FIRST WON'T KNOW WHO

START. TO COVER.

ALRIGHT,

NO ONE PLAYEP MORE FIRST

TEAM GAMES FOR MELCHESTER MORE

OFTEN THAN JOHNNY PEXTER. NO ONE

BEAT TYNECASTER MORE OFTEN. SO

HE'S GOING TO GIVE YOut THE
TEAM TALK TOPAY.

You ARE
MELCHESTER
ROVERS.

MELCHESTER
ROVERS. THE GREATEST
CLUB IN THE HISTORY OF
THE ENGLISH GAME.
GIANTS HAVE WORN
THAT SHIRT, BOYS.
LEGENPS!

THEY ARE
TYNECASTER.
WHICH SOUNPS A
BIT LIKE TINY
CASTER.

THEY ARE V L.TINY.
TINY ANV YOU ARE ~ CASTER.
NOT. THAT'S THE SMALL.
POINT I'M MINWTE.
MAKING. INSPIRING
WoRPS,

=7 YES. You
3 WILL BEAT THEM.
~ YOU HAVE NO CHOICE

IN THE MATTER.
UNPERSTANPZ




WE ARE
MELCHESTER/
WE ARE THE
ROVERS/

You ARE
THE STRIKER FOR
MELCHESTER?Z

Y

” MY NAME IS

HAGO. I AM SORRY, I PO \
NOT WISH TO SEEM RUVE. BAT

I HAP TO ASK, YOU SEE...

T HAVE
NEVER HEARP
OF YOIA.

LISTEN TO
THAT NOISE. IT'S ONE

OF THE BIGGEST VERBY
MATCHES IN FOOTBALL ANV CAN THE
THERE'S 60,000 RAUCOUS YOUNG LOCAL LAVS
FANS FILLING THIS STAZIM _ OF MELCHESTER PULL
TOPAY TO PROVE OFF THE MOTHER OF
lia ALL GIANT-KILLING
Y EXPLOITSZ

m's
THE 3RV ROUNP
OF THE FA CUF. IT'S
TYNECASTER VS
MELCHESTER
ROVERS.




WE'RE
HERE, PAV.

ALRIGHT
THEN, MY
FRIENT.
LET US
SHOW THE
WORLY WHAT
WE CAN PO,

WE'RE A
FEW MINATES IN
HERE BUT STILL,
THE PHYSICALITY ANP
INTENSITY OF THE
TYNECASTER PLAYERS
1S CAUSING
PROBLEMS FOR
MELCHESTER. STRONG
TACKLE THERE BY
V'ORAZIO, WHO FPLAYS
THE BALL FORWARY

HUGO
NOW. THE
MELCHESTER
PEFENVERS ARE

INVITING HIM TO




NICELY HELP
UP BY GUTHRIE,
THE MELCHESTER

CAPTAIN. HE PLAYS
IT TO THE
RIGHT.

STEWART, THE YOUNG
MELCHESTER SCOTTISH
GOALIE PIV SO WELL TO GET
A FINGERTIP TO THE
BALL THERE.

BATISTA,
THE PORTUGEUSE
PEFENVER COMES
B ACROSS TO COVER
I ANZ.OH!

LOFTY
PEAK THUMPS IT
AWAY. ANYWHERE wiLL ==
PO IT SEEMS FOR :
MELCHESTER IN THESE
EARLY, PANICKEY
STAGES.

OH, OUTRAGEOUS
BIT OF SKILL THERE FROM
VIAZ, THE YOUNG SFANIARE
HE'S COMPLETELY FOOLER
HENVERSON, THE ENGLISH
INTERNATIONAL.

WAS THAT A
RABONAZ IT WAS/
PIAZ TURNING ON

THE SKILL.

BUT IT'S GOING
INFIELE, AWAY FROM
THE TYNECASTER
GOAL...




Bk
.\ B L
\_g.r ‘r' .

THAT...TH,
UNBELEVABLE!







EXCEPT
THIS.

CITIES EVOLVE.
FOOTBALL CLUBS RISE.
ANY SOME FALL.

EVERYTHING
CHANGES.

JOHNNY! CONCENTRATE! TELL
THE FULLBACKS TO STAY BACK THE
NEXT FIVE MINUTES. GUTHRIE TOO.
CONSOLIPATE! PON'T GET
CAUGHT!

TELL
THEM..TELL THE
FULLBACKS TO
STAY HOME...

ROY RACE'S
ROCKET/

RrOY




TYNECASTER
NOW, LOOKING TO HIT
BACK STRAIGHT AWAY. IT'S
CAMPBELL, THE ENGLANY
MIPFIELVER, RUNNING AT
THE MELCHESTER
PEFENCE.

STEWART'S
COMING BUT HE'S
NOT GOING TO
GET THERE...

IT COULP'VE GONE
ANYWHERE BUT LOFTY PEAK,
THE EX-TYNECASTER YOUTH
PLAYER, SOMEHOW MANAGES
7O TURN IT AROUNZ THE
TS A
CORNER.

T

' ' - ' YEAH...
THAT'LL 2 . h
TEACH THEM TO ; Y \ [ e
GET RIP OF YOU, | ") G
£, LOFTYZ \ Y4 = )

IOTHER SURELY
AM%//NG 5"155 gy MELCHESTER CAN'T
. STEWART. HOLY OUT FOR THE
FULL NINETY MINATES
LIKE THISZ




YOU HAVE TO BE IMPRESSEY
BY THE COMMITMENT OF THESE
MELCHESTER BOYS. THEY ARE
PUTTING EVERYTHING THEY HAVE
INTO TRYING TO KEEP
THIS LEAR

IT'S A MONUMENTAL
EFFORT BUT THEY'RE
BEGINNING TO LOOK A

LITTLE TIREV AS WE

APPROACH HALF
TIME.

MINUATE TO HALF-TIME.

GIVEN THE PRESSURE
THEY'VE BEEN UNVER,
YOU FEEL MELCHESTER
HAVE To KEer
THIS OUT.

a0 HUGO CURLS
=3 ONEEEECE!




AN WHAT A
CRUEL BLOW,
JUST BEFORE

HALF-TIME.

COME OoN
OYS. HEAVS

P! WERE STILL
IN THIS. Hey, RoY

RACE.

I KNOW
WHo You ARE
NOW.

GOOV GOAL.
BRAZILIAN
GOAL, NoZ

ANP AS THE
SECONV HALF CONTINUES
IT IS ATTACK AFTER ATTACK
FOR TYNECASTER. SURELY
MELCHESTER CAN'T
HoLw ouT!

ABSOLUTELY, MATE.
ABSOLUTELY...

THERE'S JUST
FIVE MINATES LEFT
HERE AS MELCHESTER
TRY TO HANG ON
FOR THE REPLAY
AT MEL PARK.




LONG BALL
THUMPEY CLEAR BY
MELCHESTER AGAIN.
ELLIOTT GOES
UP FOR THE
HEAVER.
THE BALL'S
BEATEN THE
PEFENVER.

MELCHESTER!

{ &
e il
OH/ So CLOSE,

! CAMPBELL
NOW, WITH ANOTHER
STRONG, FACEY RN
THROUGH THE HEART

OF THE ROVERS
MIPFIELR

MELCHESTER
ARE OUT oN
THEIR FEET.




HEY. THE
STRIKER FOR
MELCHESTER
ROVERS.

I WouLy
LIKE TO OWN THE
SHIRT OF THE MAN
WHO SCOREVP THAT

GOAL.

UH..No

OFFENCE, BUT

SO WouLy
I

I'M GOING
TO GET THIS
FRAMEP FOR
MY PAP.

THANK YOUA,
THOUGH.

TYNECASTER
HAVE wWoN IT/
IN THE LAST
MINUTE?

UNBELIEVABLE/

THE LAST KICK
OF THE GAME,
VIRTUALLY!

AND THAT'S
IT/ IT'S OVER! THERE'LL
BE NO GIANT KILLING
HERE TOPAY.

T NPERSTANP.

I Wil
SEE YOU
AGAIN, ROY
RACE.
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ROY OF THE ROVERS ILLUSTRATED FICTION

S EASON 1

1: SCOUTED 2: TEAMWORK 3: PLAY-OFFS
Author: Tom Palmer Author: Tom Palmer Author: Tom Palmer
ISBN: 978-1-78108-698-8 ISBN: 978-1-78108-707-7 ISBN: 978-1-78108-722-0

&

Nustrated by B)&?\]- I \
DAN CORNWELL CORNWELL

1: ON TOUR 2: FROM THE ASHES 3: ROCKY

Author: Tom Palmer Author: Tom Palmer Author: Tom Palmer
ISBN: 978-1-78108-685-8 ISBN: 978-1-78108-783-1 ISBN: 978-1-78108-826-5




ROY OF THE ROVERS GRAPHIC NOVELS

S EASON

GOING U
5
RO% WILLSHER

1: KICK-OFF

Writer: Rob Williams
Artist: Ben Willsher
ISBN: 978-1-78108-652-0

. ‘ «
TRANSFERRED ,
ROE WILLIAMS V<

LISA HENKE

7o
=

1: TRANSFERRED

Writer: Rob Williams
Artist: Lisa Henke
ISBN: 978-1-78108-750-3

2: FOUL PLAY

Writer: Rob Williams
Artist: Ben Willsher
ISBN: 978-1-78108-669-8

s
ROB WILLIAMS
LISA HENKE

2: ALL TO PLAY FOR

Writer: Rob Williams
Artist: Lisa Henke
ISBN: 978-1-78108-756-5
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3: GOING UP

Writer: Rob Williams
Artist: Ben Willsher
ISBN: 978-1-78108-673-5

=
PRESSURE
ROB WILLIAMS
LiSA HENKE

3: PRESSURE

Writer: Rob Williams
Artist: Lisa Henke

ISBN: 978-1-78108-764-0




