Edit and perform

your poem National

Literacy
Trust

What’s Editing all about? Simon Mole: poems, =

raps and writing

games for kids Changing life stories

You've already written a poem. So why do you
need to edit it?!

Simon Says:

“what makes your
poem brilliant?”

Editing is about finding out what makes your poem brilliant. Feeling BRILLIANT?
Amazing, now watch the video where Simon helps you to edit your poem.

How to re-draft and edit a poem

Your poem, your words
Simon Says:
“slang is absolutely allowed!
Just because a word isn’t in the
dictionary, doesn’t mean it’s not
going to work well in a poem”

Poems use so many different types of
words, depending on who is writing the
poem and what they want to say.
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Performing your Poem

By now you should have a poem that is ready to perform and share with your teacher.
Don’t worry if you don’t think it is perfect. Lots of poets use performance as a way to keep
discovering what is brilliant about their poem.

First, do this vocal warm-up from Simon Mole.

Tongue twisters

Now that your voice is warm and ready to go, plan a performance at home, or via video link
to family or friends. Ask for feedback on your performance:

¢ Which words did you say loudly?

¢ Which words did you say quietly?

e |s there any point where you need to pause and leave a silence?
e Do you need to slow down or speak more quickly?

Go through your poem and highlight these important moments. Then, when you are ready,
find someone at home who can record you performing your poem to send to your teacher.
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