
 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 

What is The LEGO Ninjago Movie? 

Released in October 2017 by Warner Bros, the LEGO Ninjago movie is a 3D computer-animated action 

comedy based on the LEGO Ninjago toys. The movie is set during the battle for Ninjago City between a 

father (the evil warlord Garmadon) and his son Lloyd (also known as the Green Ninja). This epic showdown 

tests the fierce but undisciplined modern-day ninjas as they unleash their inner powers of Spinjitzu.  This is 

the third movie in the LEGO series following LEGO The Movie (2014) and LEGO Batman (released earlier 

this year). The movie is based on the popular TV series ‘Lego Ninjago: Masters of Spinjitzu’ which has been 

praised by fans and critics for its storytelling and plot.  

 

How can The LEGO Ninjago Movie be used for teaching literacy? 

We know that tapping into children’s interests is a great way of engaging them in learning. Our research 

shows that children who enjoy writing very much are seven times more likely to write above the level 

expected for their age compared with children who don’t enjoy writing at all.¹ 

Our Craze of the Month taps into children and young people’s interests to improve outcomes in literacy. 

The activities featured here relate to the English Programmes of Study from the National Curriculum in 

England². 

Spoken language  

Pupils should be taught to:  

 Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions  

 Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for 

expressing feelings  

 Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others  

Writing – composition  

Pupils should be taught to develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 

 Writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) 

 Writing about real events  

 Writing for different purposes 
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Using The LEGO Ninjago Movie in the 

classroom 
 

The LEGO Ninjago Movie offers some great 

opportunities for cross-curricular learning 

particularly learning through play. Here we’ll focus 

on how it could be used to promote literacy in the 

classroom. Each activity provides opportunities for 

Key Stage 1 and 2 and can be extended for Key 

Stage 3.  

#LEGOcharacters 

Led by Sensei Wu, the six secret ninja warriors include Kai, Zane, Cole, Jay, Nya and Lloyd Garmadon. Each 

with their own identity, elemental power, skills and story, they work together to defeat the villains in the 

city of Ninjago. As social media is a method of characterisation, ask pupils to choose a character and 

describe them in terms of their social media output. For example, a Facebook page to describe their special 

ninja skills, an Instagram post to describe what they look like and how they move, or a tweet to share how 

they defeated their latest villain. 

Alternatively, they could research the evil villains of Ninjago city on this fan page and create a wanted 

poster to describe one of the characters.    

View of Ninjago City  

Show pupils a snapshot of Ninjago city either by watching this YouTube clip or by using the Warner Bros 

digital activity book. Give pupils 30 seconds to create a mindmap and describe the setting based on the 

colours, shapes, sounds and smells. Freeze the clip on one scene or move the screen up or down to capture 

another part of Ninjago city and repeat the exercise. Then ask the pupils to imagine that they can see the 

city of Ninjago out of the classroom window and write a description based on their initial ideas. 

Ninjago post  

The movie plot is based on the battle for the city of Ninjago, with the ninjas, led by Lloyd Garmadon (the 

green ninja) in conflict with Lloyd’s father, Lord Garmadon, a former ninja, who was infected with evil as a 

child by a poisonous snake called the Great Devourer. Although Lord Garmadon was led down a darker 

path, throughout the conflict he grows closer to his son and begins to seek forgiveness. Task pupils with 

writing a letter from Lord Garmadon asking for forgiveness and a letter from his son in response.  

Alternatively, have them write a motivational letter from Sensei Wu to the ninja warriors for them to read 

before their next ninja battle. 

http://ninjago.wikia.com/wiki/Ninjago_Wiki
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBVXMjPUe40
http://coloringbook.legoninjagomovie.com/intl/uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Ninja Haiku  

Spinjitzu is a close-combat martial arts technique in the world of Ninjago which involves tapping into their 

innate Elemental energies while spinning rapidly, creating a tornado-like vortex of energy around 

themselves. You can find a demonstration of it here (after 5 minutes). A Haiku is a Japanese verse in three 

lines in which the first and last lines has five syllables and the second has seven syllables. Using the 

template below, ask pupils to capture the mood and movement of Spinjitzu using a Haiku poem.  

Comic book stories 

Show pupils the official trailer of LEGO The Ninjago Movie and ask pupils to build the details of the story 

using a comic strip. Alternatively, ask pupils to create their own world and characters out of LEGO and 

write a story based on this. Inspire ideas by showing pupils examples from the LEGO DC Comic book series.  

 

Further reading  

Pupils who are inspired by this topic and enjoy Lego may like to try some of these titles, which can be used 

to promote reading for enjoyment: 

 LEGO Ninjago Character Encyclopaedia Updated and Expanded by DK 

 LEGO Ninjago the Visual Dictionary by DK 

 LEGO Ninjago: Master Collection by Scholastic   

 Adventures in LEGO City by Scholastic  

 LEGO DC Comics: Superheros by Egmont Publishing  

 

National Literacy Trust membership supports schools to develop outstanding literacy provision by 

providing schools with tools, resources and inspiration. Join now 

_________________________ 

1  Clark, C. (2017). Writing for Enjoyment and its Links to Wider Writing. Findings from the National 

Literacy Trust’s Annual Literacy Survey. London: National Literacy Trust  

2  DfE (2013). The National Curriculum in England. Key Stage 1 and 2 framework document.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWioA7Iteuo
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3014284/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/join-us/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/writing-enjoyment-and-its-link-wider-writing-findings-our-annual-literacy-survey-2016-report/


 

 

 

 

 

Haiku template 

My Spinjitzu Haiku 

Spinjitzu is a close-combat martial arts technique in the world of Ninjago which involves tapping into their 

innate elemental energies while spinning rapidly, creating a tornado-like vortex of energy around 

themselves. 

Choose words to describe the mood and movement of the ninja action here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write a haiku poem to describe Spinjitzu: 

 

Line 1 (5 syllables): _____________ ______________ ______________ ______________ ______________ 

 

Line 2 (7 syllables): _____________ ______________ ______________ ______________ ______________ 

          _____________ ______________ 

 

Line 1 (5 syllables): _____________ ______________ ______________ ______________ ______________ 


