




Since the Comedy Classroom project began in 2016, the National Literacy 
Trust has been conducting research into the e�ectiveness of teaching 
comedy writing both in and out of the classroom. With just over a third of 
pupils reading a piece of comedy writing outside class – whether it be a 
play, script, novel or poem – at least once a month, we know this is a genre 
that forges a real connection with young people. 

One of the most interesting findings from the research was that when it came to reading and 
writing for fun, it was boys who showed themselves to be more engaged when it came to 
using comedy texts. One in 10 girls and 1 in 6 boys told the National Literacy Trust that they 
already write comedy for fun. This shows us that this can be an important approach to use 
when engaging pupils in our lessons, especially those who are traditionally hard to reach.

As teachers, you know that as your pupils develop, their needs also change over time. As 
writing comedy focuses on sharing your writing with others, we have found that the self-
confidence of those taking part in the Comedy Classroom often improves as they work 
through the lessons, hints and tips. Feedback from teachers who have been using the 
resources tells us that performing stand-up routines and writing sketches or even telling 
simple jokes can help boost the self-esteem of those taking part.

Comedy really can be the spark that inspires your pupils to find the fun in their approach to 
writing - this pack can help you deliver key outcomes and fill your classroom with laughter.

comedy writing
Improving literacy through

Welcome to BBC Comedy Classroom. 
Building on the success of our previous 
comedy writing competitions, these literacy 
resources have been refreshed and updated 
to ensure the learning materials remain 
valuable and useful to teachers at any time in 
the school year. Knowing the huge pressures 
on your time, we have produced this teaching 
resource pack to be used as flexibly as 
possible. The activities are linked to the UK’s 
curricula and they can help teachers meet 
key literacy objectives in an engaging way 
in the classroom.  This initiative is just one 
example of how BBC Learning delivers its 
commitment to education.

Sinéad Rocks
Director of Education, BBC

Our research shows that using comedy 
in the classroom is a powerful way to get 
pupils reading and writing, especially 
boys who are traditionally harder 
to engage. The Comedy Classroom 
teaching resources will help you 
introduce your pupils to the wonderful 
world of comedy writing and show them 
just how easy and fun it can be. We hope 
the Comedy Classroom activities will 
inspire your pupils to get writing both 
inside and outside the classroom and 
that you all have a thoroughly enjoyable 
time working through them together.

Jonathan Douglas
Director, National Literacy Trust
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The wonderful thing about writing 
comedy is that the best jokes and stories 
come from truth and real life situations. 
Imagine! A project where the only revision 
is watching what happens around you. 
Comedy is the best way I can express 
myself, I hope it works for you too!

Susan Calman 
Stand-up Comedian 

It’s important not to go with the most 
obvious punchline, because if people can 
guess what you’re about to say, then they 
won’t find it as funny. Think about your first 
punchline, then park it for a minute, and try 
to think of something else that still works 
with the joke. Now compare them and see 
which is funnier.

David Walliams
Comedian and author

The BBC Comedy Classroom resources and 
activities were engaging and fun as all pupils 
were given the opportunity to share their 
favourite comedies and jokes. The Comedy 
Toolbox gave pupils the terms to discuss 
what makes them laugh and inspired them to 
have a go at writing their own jokes. It was 
great to see everyone joining in and to hear a 
classroom filled with laughter.

Jayne Robson
English teacher

bbc.co.uk/comedyclassroom

No matter how old you are, 
we all love to laugh and to 
tell jokes. Now it’s your turn…
join in with your friends and 
classmates to come up with 
some hilarious jokes…

Sir Lenny Henry
Comedian, writer  
and Comic Relief co-founder

write laugh 
Having a
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04gq3d8


http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04gpx3y








The Comedy Classroom resources gave 
us a fantastic starting point and really 
engaged and challenged the pupils. 
Pupils were encouraged to focus on 
their writing and how to use language to 

us to create a whole Scheme of Work on 
comedy in literature!

Louise O’Connell  
English teacher

bbc.co.uk/comedyclassroom

Take it further
Now that you’ve written some excellent pieces of comedy, what’s next? 
Where do we go from here? Well, the fun doesn’t have to stop. You could 
take your work further and ‘have a write laugh’ all over the school. 

 •  Could your pupils use their Comedy Classroom work as part of a wider arts 
programme or award? You might choose to use this as evidence for another 
qualification they are working on or as a contribution to an arts festival. You 
could find their work being performed on a professional stage. Have a think 
about the opportunities outside the classroom which comedy writing might help 
your pupils discover.  

 •  Create a classroom display of your comedy captions, jokes or sketches. Try to 
find some pictures in magazines and newspapers and give them a comedy twist 
too. Fill your walls with fun!

 •  Perform an assembly, run a lunchtime joke-a-thon or a comedy event showing o some 
of your best sketches and joke telling. You could even create a whole show filled with 
hilarious sketches and scenes to share with friends and parents. This is a great way to 
bring everyone together and get the whole school involved.

 •  Think cross-curricular. Is there a way that other subjects could use comedy to develop 
their learning? What about writing some historical sketches, or performing some stand-
up about science experiments that went wrong? Perhaps you could use a numeracy 
lesson to do the accounts for a new lunchtime school comedy club? Who knows what 
you could achieve!

 •  For any questions regarding these resources or for more information, you can contact  
schools@literacytrust.org.uk
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Alongside the clips used in the accompanying lesson plans, there are a host of clips in 
the CBBC archive to help your pupils understand the mechanics of both joke writing 
and sketch comedy. Visit bbc.co.uk/comedylcassroom and click on the Primary page.

Brian Butterfield fitness DVD 
FIT!  CBBC, Citrus Television Limited
Writing team includes David Armand, Toby Davies and Madeleine Brettingham

Funny French lessons
Class Dismissed, CBBC, CBBC Production
Written by Madeleine Brettingham, Isabel Fay,  
Daniel Maier, Emma Nisbet and Andy Potter

Blondie plays trombone
The Johnny & Inel Show, CBBC
Princess Productions Limited
Writing team includes Johnny Cochrane, Inel Tomlinson and Rebecca Papworth

Cardigan present
The 4 O’Clock Club, CBBC, CBBC Production,
Written by Paul Rose

Barnet Hairwood interview
Blue Peter, CBBC, CBBC Production

Due to copyright restrictions, some of the archive clips refered to in this resource may  
not be available to view indefinitely on the Comedy Classroom website.

Escalation / absurdity

Homophones / puns

Combinations

Spoof / parody

Combinations / repetition

Comedy clips
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04gpttf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04gpz9r
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04gnwp8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04gny9p
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04gknl8





