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 Recommended for ages 13+   

Cover  Synopsis  Details   

  

In Pakistan for the summer, Zeba’s world is shattered. But 

does she hold the secrets that will help her escape? A 

fast-paced novel covering the sensitive subject of forced 

marriage.  

Secrets of the Henna Girl S 
Ahmed  
ISBN: 9780141339801  

£5.99  

  

Moving, funny and at times dark, this is the unique story 

of Native American Junior and his life on the “rez”. 

Featuring accessible language and cartoon illustrations. 

Banned in some states of America for its honest 

representation of teenage boys.  

The Absolutely True Diary  

Of A Part Time Indian  

S Alexie  

ISBN: 9781842708446  

£5.99  

  

This compelling historical novel mixes true events with 

powerful narrative and characterisation to tell the story 

of Isabel, a slave girl during the American War of 

Independence.  

Chains  

L H Anderson  

ISBN: 9780747598060  

£6.99  

  

An emotive and powerful book about 14-year-old Stanley, 
who enlists in the First World War and travels to France 
with his messenger dog, Bones.  
Historically accurate and very moving.   

Solider Dog  

S Angus  

ISBN: 9781447220053  

£5.99  

  

Ted can’t believe it when she is scouted to model. At the 
same time, her sister is diagnosed with cancer.  
Can she be a supermodel and a super sister?  

Combining glamour and a moving storyline.  

The Look  

S Bennett  

ISBN: 9781906427917  

£6.99  

  

Dante’s ex-girlfriend leaves him holding the baby in this 

hard-hitting new novel exploring the uncharted territory 

of teenage fatherhood. From the author of the 

bestselling Noughts and Crosses series.   

Boys Don’t Cry  

M Blackman  

ISBN: 9780552548625  

£6.99  

  

From the author of the popular Gallagher Girls series. 

Katarina comes from a family of criminals, a life she tries 

to leave behind when she joins an elite boarding school – 

but it’s not always that easy.   

Heist Society  

A Carter  

ISBN: 9781408309551  

£6.99  

  

13-year-old Gwynnie is just about to turn 14 and is more 

interested in football than make-up and clothes. But 

when Charlie Notts turns up at school, she thinks it might 

be time to change.  

Boys for Beginners  

L Chase  

ISBN: 9780857384829  

£6.99  
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From the author of the very popular Entangled comes 

another hard-hitting book. A school camping trip goes 

murderously wrong with long-reaching consequences for 

all involved.  

Torn  

C Clarke  

ISBN: 9780857382054   

£6.99  

  

Book three of the hugely popular series,  

Mockingjay continues the story of Katniss Everdeen, who, 
despite having survived the brutal Hunger  
Games, is far from safe. Dystopian sci-fi at its best.  

Hunger Games: Mockingjay  

S Collins  

ISBN: 9781407109374   

£6.99  

  

Written by the star of MTV reality show The Hills, this 

fictional account of a Hollywood starlet has a lot of 

behind-the-scenes knowledge. Last in the popular trilogy.  

L.A. Candy  

L Conrad  

ISBN: 9780007353095  

£6.99  
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Recommended for ages 13+  

Cover  Synopsis  Details   

  

Adaq and Maya are sibling urban professionals with a 

unique set of thieving skills. A sharp thriller from best-

selling author Joe Craig. Part of the Franklin Watts EDGE 

series for reading ages 8-9.  

Lifters  

J Craig  

ISBN: 978 1 4451 0555 0  

£5.99  

  

Award-winning author Gillian Cross adeptly handles issues 

of globalisation, immigration and identity in this gripping 

story of fashion and war, bandits and paparazzi set in 

Somalia and London.  

Where I Belong  

G Cross  

ISBN: 9780192755544  

£6.99  

  

Following on from the popular Diary of a Chav series. Does 

Poppet Montague-Jones have it any easier just because 

she’s rich? Hilarious light-hearted fun ideal for less keen 

and less confident girl readers.  

Diary of a Snob  

G Dent  

ISBN: 9780340989753  

£5.99  

  

Published several years ago, but recently the subject of a 

successful film (Now Is Good), this story about a teenage 

girl’s attempt to do as much as possible in her last months 

is a compelling read.   

Before I Die  

J Downham  

ISBN: 9781849920452  

£6.99  

  

Eight years in a care home makes Billy a  

professional lifer, angry with the system, social workers 

and the mum who gave him away. An authentic, funny 

and moving tale of a life in care.  

Being Billy  

P Earle  

ISBN: 9780141331355  

£6.99  

  

When Luis meets Nikki it could be the start of something. 
A gripping romance dealing refreshingly with real-life 
issues rather than supernatural ones.  
Occasional strong language.  

Chain Reaction  

S Elkeles  

ISBN: 9780857077479  

£6.99  



 
 

 
 
 
     All text © National Literacy Trust 2017 

  

A stark portrayal of a young woman's struggle with 

anorexia, told in graphic novel format, in which the 

author draws on her own experiences to give a powerful 

and candid story of hope and survival.  

Tyranny  

L Fairfield  

ISBN: 9781406331134  

£5.99  

  

Another teen title recently made into a film, the story of 

16-year-old Lena Duchannes features secrets, curses and a 

powerful bond… Twilight fans may enjoy this “dark 

romance” series.  

Beautiful Creatures  

K Garcia  

ISBN: 9780141326085  

£7.99  

  

A dystopic thriller set in a world where anyone over 15 

has vanished and many of those remaining have 

developed special powers. Friends Sam and Astrid race 

against time to find answers.    

Gone  

M Grant  

ISBN: 9781405242356  

£7.99  

  

When Kenny, Sim and Blake steal their best friend’s ashes 

to give him a proper send-off, they find themselves 

pursued by memories but also by the police… A funny, 

moving and beautifully-told story.  

Ostrich Boys   

K Gray   

ISBN: 9780099456575   

£5.99  

  

Featuring some of the best writers for teens including 

Malorie Blackman and Frank Cottrell Boyce, this collection 

of short stories deals with the subject of life after death. 

What comes next?  

Next  

K Gray (Ed.)  

ISBN: 9781849393003  

£6.99  

 

A moving and beautifully-written story about Hazel, a 

teenager with terminal cancer who finds a reason to fight 

in the shape Augustus Waters, a newcomer at the Cancer 

Kids Support Group   

The Fault in our Stars  

J Green  

ISBN: 9780141345659   

£7.90  

 

Recommended for ages 13+  

Cover  Synopsis  Details   

  

Tanya has a secret: the ability to see fairies. And, after 

disturbing an intruder in the night, it emerges that 

someone else shares her ability. Magical and unsettling, 

this is the first in a popular new series.   

The Thirteen Treasures  

M Harrison  

ISBN: 9781847384492  

£6.99  

  

When everyone in his village is brutally killed, Takeo 

escapes and develops incredible powers that make him a 

perfect assassin – but will he use his skills for good or evil? 

Vivid writing, thrilling adventure and romance make this 

perfect for older teens.  

Across the Nightingale  

Floor   

L Hearn  

ISBN: 9780330415286  

£6.99  

  

The official graphic novel adaptation of the popular fiction 

book is beautifully illustrated in a modern manga style. 

Will appeal to keen pre-teen readers or less keen or 

confident teens.  

Silverfin (Graphic)  

C Higson & K Walker  

ISBN: 9780141322537  

£9.99  
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A terrible disease is striking everyone over the age of 14. 

Death walks the streets. Nowhere is safe. The third in a 

gripping new series from the author of Young Bond.  

The Fear  

C Higson  

ISBN: 9780141325064   

£6.99  

  

This gripping historical novel tells the story of orphan 

Velvet, plucked from a steam laundry to work for Madame 

Savoya, a famed medium. Compelling portrait of the 

Victorian era.  

Velvet  

M Hooper  

ISBN: 9780747599203  

£6.99  

  

The inspiring story of one of the world’s greatest musical 

legends. The innovative “graphic-novel biography” format 

has colour pictures and a short story that may appeal to 

less confident readers.  

Bob Marley: Musical Legend   

G Jeffrey   

ISBN: 9780749689315   

Price: £7.99  

  

17-year-old Bianca doesn’t appreciate being told she’s a 

“Designated, Ugly Fat Friend” – especially not by Wesley! 

A witty and poignant story about the rules of high school 

attraction for older teens.  

Duff  

K Keplinger  

ISBN: 9781444903508  

£6.99  

  

Jody and Jolene Barton are the world’s least identical 

twins. But what happens when they both fall for the same 

boy? Told with warmth, laugh-out-loud humour and a 

twist no one will see coming, this is a quality teen novel 

without a vampire in sight.  

What’s Up with Jody Barton?  
H Long  

ISBN: 9780330523028  

£6.99  

  

Danny lives on a cattle ranch and life isn’t always easy: his 

sister’s pregnant, his brother died last year and the rains 

won’t come. A coming-of-age tale set in the epic 

Australian outback.  

Everybody Jam  

A Lewis  

ISBN: 9781849392488  

£6.99  

  

Celaena is a trained assassin, but having been caught, has 
only one chance to regain her freedom – representing the 
prince in a to-the-death tournament.  
Dramatic fantasy for older teens.  

Throne of Glass  

S Maas  

ISBN: 9781408832332  

£6.99  

  

Lauren always knew she was adopted, but when she 

discovers she may have been kidnapped as a baby she is 

determined to find out the truth, even if it puts her in 

danger. A thrilling page-turner.   

Girl Missing S 
Mackenzie  

ISBN: 9780857074133  

£6.99  

 

Recommended for ages 13+  

Cover  Synopsis  Details   

  

Set in India during partition, this moving story tells of the 

love between a son and his father and the lies people tell 

to protect each other. The debut novel from a highly 

tipped author.  

A Beautiful Lie  

I Master  

ISBN: 9781408805756  

£6.99  
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Paul is dragged into using a knife by Roth, a bullying 

teenager he fears and hates. A gripping, intelligent and 

well-written book that deals with teenage knife crime 

and its consequences.  

The Knife that Killed Me  

A McGowan  

ISBN: 9781862306066  

£5.99  

  

A high-octane extreme thriller for young adults featuring 

skydiving and cage-fighting from ex-SAS commander and 

bestselling author, Andy McNab. Ethan Blake is back, and 

this time things are even more dangerous.   

Drop Zone: Terminal  

Velocity  

A McNab  

ISBN: 9780552563277  

£5.99  

  

One of a series of books developed to appeal to less keen 

and confident readers, each featuring a short illustrated 

story, non-fiction information pages and advice to help 

readers find out more.  

Download: Martial Arts  

C Moon  

ISBN: 9781846800467  

£6.99  

  

The start of a new series of the popular CHERUB books 

featuring teenage secret agents. New recruit Ryan has his 

first mission but has no idea that it will turn into one of 

the biggest missions in history.   

People’s Republic R 
Muchamore  
ISBN: 9780340956502  

£6.99  

  

The first book ever to win both the Carnegie and the Kate 

Greenaway Medal for illustration, this powerful and 

moving book beautifully combines inventive storytelling 

and incredible illustration.    

A Monster Calls  

P Ness  

ISBN: 9781406339345  

£8.99  

  

A coming-of-age novel set in the 1960s. The Cuban Missile 

Crisis is looming but Clem is more concerned with his 

relationship with Frankie. Stunning, inventive writing 

from this acclaimed author.  

Life: An Exploded Diagram  

M Peet  

ISBN: 9781844281008  

£7.99  

 

A warm-hearted read about a family dealing with the 

death of a child who was killed in a terrorist bomb attack, 

told through the eyes of 10-year-old Jamie. A touching 

tale that confronts the subjects of grief, family and 

prejudice.    

My Sister Lives on the  

Mantelpiece  

A Pitcher  

ISBN: 9781780620299  

£6.99  

  

17-year-old Alex finds a strange bracelet, and through it 

meets Callum, a soul locked in a half-life of sadness 

following a terrible accident. A compelling tale of love 

and mystery and the first of a trilogy.  

Small Blue Thing S C 
Ransom  
ISBN: 9780857630001  

£6.99  

  

Set during the time of the French Revolution and political 

upheaval in England, Sovay is the story of a young woman 

turned highway robber. A fascinating historical story with 

a strong female lead.  

Sovay  

C Rees  

ISBN: 9780747592013  

£6.99  

  

In the hotly anticipated sequel to the winner of the  

Roald Dahl Funny Prize, Withering Tights, Tallulah Casey’s 
back at Dother Hall performing arts college.  
Boys, snogging and bad acting guaranteed!  

A Midsummer Tights Dream  

L Rennison  

ISBN: 9780007156856   

£6.99  

  



 
 

 
 
 
     All text © National Literacy Trust 2017 

  

Part of a series, including UFOs and Fast Cars, designed to 

get less keen and less confident teens back into reading. 

This book includes a short story, information pages and 

colour photographs.  

Download: Special Effects  

F Ridley   

ISBN: 9781846800474  

£6.99  

Recommended for ages 13+  

Cover  Synopsis  Details   

  

This first book in a popular, action-packed adventure 

series introduces Liam, Maddy and Sal, who should be 

dead, but have been recruited by a mysterious agency to 

save the world.   

Time Riders  

A Scarrow  

ISBN: 9780141326924  

£6.99  

  

Bestselling master of horror Darren Shan turns his 

attention from vampires to zombies in the first of a new 

12-book series following B Smith’s attempts to survive 

after a zombie invasion.   

Zom B  

D Shan  

ISBN: 9780857077547  

£6.99  

  

Described as The Time-Traveller's Wife for children, this 

American novel has been nominated for numerous 

awards. When strange notes appear in Miranda’s mailbox, 

are they really from the future?  

When You Reach Me  

R Stead  

ISBN: 9781849392129  

£5.99  

  

Sam leads two lives – in summer, he has a few months to 

be human, but the first breath of winter turns him back 

into a yellow-eyed wolf. Can his and Grace’s love survive? 

A wistful, dark romance.    

Shiver  

M Steifvater  

ISBN: 9781407115009  

£7.99  

  

15-year-old Casey lives in an east London tower block, but 

dreams of winning the Badminton Horse Trials. Can she 

and her rescue horse make the impossible possible? A 

gripping story for teens.   

One Dollar Horse  

L St John  

ISBN: 9781444006360  

£6.99  

  

As seen on TV, the Gossip Girl series follows the richest, 

most beautiful teenage residents of New York's glamorous 

Upper East Side as they party, shop and gossip.  

Gossip Girl  

C Von Ziegesar  

ISBN: 9780747597247  

£6.99  

  

Strange vessels gathered in the skies around  

London are having an unusual effect on everyone in the 

city except for Sam. Well-crafted sci-fi from the writer of 

the popular H.I.V.E. series.  

Earthfall  

M Walden  

ISBN: 9781408815663  

£6.99  

  

Winner of the Costa Children’s Book Award, this is a 

thought-provoking novel about race, bullying and the 

need to belong, set in a boarding school in the newly-

independent Zimbabwe of the 1960s.   

Out of the Shadows  

J Wallace  

ISBN: 9781849390484  

£6.99  

  

The strongest in a crowded field of paranormal romance. 

Angels are not the forces for good we think they are, but 

when Alex falls in love with one of his sworn enemies 

everything changes.  

Angel  

L A Weatherly  

ISBN: 9781409521969  

£7.99  
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Tank fans will enjoy browsing this bright and colourful 

book, containing lots of statistics, photos and facts about 

army machines told in simple language accessible to less 

able readers.  

Military Machines  J A 
C West  
ISBN: 9781846804489  

£6.99  

  

Winner of the Costa Children's Book Award 2012. This 

new addition to the wealth of dystopian fiction follows 

Saba and her search for her twin. Futuristic thriller with a 

unique writing style.    

Blood Red Road  

M Young  

ISBN: 9781407124261  

£7.99  

  

Ray doesn’t see the point of school so he stops going. He 

isn’t welcome at home either, and is sleeping in the local 

record shop when his life changes. Urban drama from a 

popular author.  

Gangsta Rap  

B Zephaniah  

ISBN:  9780747565659  

Price: £6.99  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


